Iona’s Half-Termly Newsletter
Summer Half Term 2020 - Issue #2
Dear Parents and Friends
Welcome to Issue #2 of The Grapevine. It feels somewhat
strange how we have not been in school since Issue #1 was
sent out some 7 weeks ago. We hope you are all managing
well at home and are getting the support you need.
We are currently looking at plans of a phased return to school
starting with pupils in Kindergarten, Class T and Class 5. A
survey is being sent out by email to current parents today so
we can gauge opinion to help with our planning and
preparation stages.

Autumn Term 2020
Monday 7th September
to Friday 18th December
Half Term: Monday 26th to
Friday 30th October

Spring Term 2021

During these challenging times we have become a little reliant
on technology, which is certainly helping us all to stay
connected. We took full advantage this week by holding a
Virtual Q&A Session via Zoom for prospective parents. It’s
obviously not the same as meeting parents in person at Open
Mornings but it has allowed us the opportunity to engage with
our possible future parents. We are hoping some of these
will convert to current pupils to join us during the Autumn
Term and thereafter. We will likely hold a further online
session during the next half term so please let anyone know
to get in touch who may be interested.

Monday 11th January to
Friday 26th March

The school turned 35 at the end of April – read further on to
see a write up from Richard Moore looking back at how
school was back in the initial stages in the 80s. The children
produced some beautiful cards and artwork to share with us
so we could celebrate online – some of which appear in here
– please take a look at our website for all of those we
received.

Half Term: Monday 31st May
to Friday 4th June

Term dates from January to July 2021 are now available.
I hope you all enjoy the half term break.

Lucy
Lucy Wilkins
Communications and Admissions Manager
lucy@theionaschool.org.uk www.theionaschool.org.uk

Half Term: Monday 15th to
Friday 19th February

Summer Term 2021
Monday 19th April to
Friday 16th July

Inset Days:
(School Closed for Pupils)
Friday 23rd October 2020
Thursday 7th January 2021
Friday 8th January 2021
Friday 12th February 2021
Friday 28th May 2021
These dates will be added to
the website’s Google
calendar
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Kindergarten

We have welcomed Ruth Samways as our Kindergarten Lead
for the Summer Term and she is already making a positive
impact with the work she is currently undertaking online.

Here’s a little more about Ruth…
I am delighted to have accepted the invitation to work with Shaima within the Kindergarten
at The Iona School. For the time being, in the current climate, I will be working remotely
from my home in Lancashire. I will endeavour to serve and support you and your families
however I can and I very much look forward to getting to know you all individually and
hearing about your children.
A bit about me... I completed my final year of Steiner Kindergarten teacher training in February 2019 whilst working as
an assistant at Steiner Academy Frome. In York, 2011, I began the NESWEC course (North of England Steiner Waldorf
Early Childhood programme) and I took my time; absorbing as much as possible along the way and visiting many
settings over the years. I have over twenty years of varied experience working with young children and families;
including working in Steiner early childhood settings, working for childcare agencies and nannying. I was thrilled and
honoured, when one of my tutors from my NESWEC training course asked me to be her nanny with her first child. I
also set up and ran a Steiner inspired Parent and Child Group for a few years called the 'Secret Garden' in my birthplace
of Blackpool, Lancashire.
I have many strings to my bow and apart from my work with young children, I have been lucky enough to experience a
varied and interesting life so far! I am a professional face painter (with theatrical make-up training), I possess degrees
in both Contemporary Performing Arts and Animal Behaviour and Welfare, I love handicrafts, the arts, horticulture,
cooking and tall ship sailing adventures! I have even been a local taxi driver in the not too distant past.
As an Early Years Practitioner, I recognise the benefits of working closely with and supporting my parents to the best of
my abilities; this is one of my favourite parts of my work. Parenting can challenge and stretch you in ways you never
imagined. Having others in the community to share your experiences with and an opportunity to support each other is
invaluable. Developing your personal courage to trust in your own intuition and abilities is the ideal. I am excited to
begin the new leg of this journey with you and looking forward to working together to support your individual
parenting and your young child's development.
I am certain we will each find some gleaming opportunities in our homes with our loved ones and have some very
happy times sharing our news. If any parents have any questions/queries, my door is always open for you.
With best wishes,
Ruth

On Monday 4th May,
Kindergarten parents and
children collected craft packs
full of colourful resources to
make a May crown and ankle
bells for the children to wear
whilst dancing around a May
Pole. They were invited to
bring in a stemmed flower to
add to our May Day vase.
Thank you for the beautiful flowers – it was lovely to see some of you.
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Sofia has been busy making pom-pom Easter chicks, dyed eggs,
planting seeds and painting – it’s lovely to see your work Sofia!

Ruth recently shared this poem with our Kindergarten
parents. Inspired by the vast amount of 'hope' that pours
into her many emails to family, friends and
colleagues. Hope is a human key to survival in the most
desperate and challenging aspects of circumstances; it has
sustained people’s lives in the most desperate situations.
The most fitting definition found was ‘a feeling of trust’; all
will be well, things will change and Ruth believes that
everything happens for a good reason.

Here is Ruth’s Indoor May
Pole – perhaps you could
share yours with us for the
next issue.

Here is a copy of the poem - feel free to share it where it
may be appreciated:
“Hope” is the thing with feathers
by EMILY DICKINSON
“Hope” is the thing with feathers That perches in the soul And sings the tune without the words And never stops - at all And sweetest - in the Gale - is heard And sore must be the storm That could abash the little Bird
That kept so many warm I’ve heard it in the chillest land And on the strangest Sea Yet - never - in Extremity,
It asked a crumb - of me.
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Class T/1

The children and parents have been very
busy home-schooling during lockdown.

The writing Main Lesson has been going very well and the children have now
finished all their letter forms and sounds, and have begun writing and reading their
first sentences.
The children have been set many creative challenges and we would like to share
some images with you. The children have been baking, making mandalas, placing
themselves in the most wonderful scene they could imagine, making paper
butterflies, sewing bean bags, den building and writing their own names in natural
materials.
It is great to see such vibrant colours and such fabulous
creativity from the class. WELL DONE CHILDREN!
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Class 2/3

Children in Class 2/3 have been learning Old Testament
Stories in their Main Lesson. Photos below show this
and some Form Drawings.
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Class 4/5 have continued their Geography
Studies this half term through exploring
the British Isles. We have moved on from
our local geography studies from last term
and begun looking further afield. The
children have explored which different
countries make up the British Isles and
honed their map reading and drawing
skills. We have developed our
knowledge of the key cities and rivers
which make up the countries and thought
about how rivers in particular have played
a part in the development of settlements.
Bram’s map of the British
Isles, marking key cities

Ilan has drawn
the British Isles
showing the
countries by
using different
colours. She
has also
modelled some
clay figures.

The class are currently on a week long
project to create a 3D relief map of the
British Isles and will be demonstrating
their independent research skills over the
half term holidays to complete an
independent study of a county, ready to
present after half term.

Phoebe making her 3D relief map of the British Isles
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Dear Parents and Friends of The Iona School,
As I set off for my permitted walk this morning, I reflected that thirty-five years ago I would have been driving
to the Old School Hall in Sneinton for the first day of The Iona School.
It was a small beginning - 5 children in Class 1/2 and a few kindergarten children who came only 3 mornings a
week – and there was no certainty that our little venture would survive.
Minimalist doesn’t come into it! All the equipment for Class 1/2 was contained in a small trunk which had to
be packed away at the end of the day because the room was used in the evenings by various groups including
Scouts and weightlifters. The large hall where the kindergarten was held was also rented to other users and I
can remember several Monday mornings when we had to mop the floor, sticky with spilt drinks, after
wedding receptions.
Outwardly, we had nothing, not even a phone – this was before the mobile. Parents couldn’t contact us
during the school day. If there had been an emergency, we would have had to use a telephone box. Enquiries
were dealt with by making home visits in the evening.
However, at the heart of this seemingly fragile enterprise, there was a strength of purpose that unified the
founders of the school. The vision for the future development of the school was based upon our conviction
that Rudolf Steiner’s descriptions of the origin and destiny of the human being were an essential guide to
meeting the needs of children growing up amidst all the complexities and distractions of the modern world.
It was hard work, but life was full of joy. Astonishingly, parents put their trust in us and numbers grew. After a
year of extraordinarily complex negotiations and scrambling around for money, we moved to the present site.
Over the last thirty-five years I have often thought about those first parents who had the courage to commit
to the Iona School when it was barely visible. For teachers and parents alike, it required personal and financial
sacrifice to nurse the embryonic Iona to become a reasonably viable institution.
Without attempting a history of the Iona School, let’s just say we’ve had our ups and downs as we shared all
the joys and sorrows that are part of any endeavour. The reality is that in its thirty-five years of life Iona has
given hundreds of children an imaginative and joyful education.
Now we are in a very strange place. We have “lockdown” echoing the early days of the school in that
recruitment is more challenging when we are not functioning normally, and regulatory demands are putting a
great deal of pressure on a small organisation.
The school started at a time when there was too little regulation of independent schools, but now we are
suffering from too much. As we begin the next phase of Iona’s life, we are working hard to recruit new pupils.
Once we are out of lockdown, we hope to welcome many more children to the Iona School.
With warmest wishes for the future,
Richard Moore
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The pupils have created some beautiful cards to
celebrate the school’s birthday. You can view all of
the birthday cards created on our website.
Click here for the website gallery.
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Care in the Community
During these unprecedented times it makes us all the more aware of those who need care within
our local community.
We have made contact with a sheltered housing scheme called Milton Court in Arnold to ask if they
would be happy to receive drawings from our pupils to pass on to residents in their care. Of
course, this has been welcomed with open arms and given many of their residents have been
isolating for a while now, this really would cheer them up!
Parents have been emailed a template and the address details if they wish to partake. Thank you.

In early 2018 a group of parents joined together to look at the future of the school
across all areas including the buildings, maintenance, the Land, fundraising… from
this an Action Plan was created which our parent volunteers are working through
and a small Visioning Group was formed to look at the brand identity and how this
can be implemented moving forward in our print literature and social media
presence.
This small group of parents have met online twice over the past month to discuss
the school’s overall purpose, values and beliefs feeding into the wider vision. We
are currently working alongside a brand agency to help bring this vision to life and
will be sharing this work with parents in the near future and open to
comment/review.
Many thanks to those parents who have been involved in this process especially
Alex Haitoglou and Marina Chimenti-Bolsher.

Alumni News
Gabriel Cross, an ex-pupil who left Iona last July, has managed to climb Snowdon during
lockdown! Gabriel completed his stair climb up Snowdon on the 4th May for Hope Food Bank
in Beeston.
The challenge involved climbing upstairs 297 times, the equivalent of 3560 feet, the height of
Snowdon. He was inspired by his class trip to Snowdon, which he achieved the previous year
with his classmates from Iona and also with a friend. Whereas last time he lost his hat, he
had no trouble this time around! He raised over £1300! What an achievement!
We are all so proud of you Gabriel. Thank you so much for taking the time to think about
others. I think your hat may be being worn by a Welsh mountain goat by now!
Love from Mrs Woolley and the Iona Community
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Internet
Our Internet Safety and Social Media Policy is available on our website. Here are some extracts to remind you on the
importance of keeping children safe online.
Parental Ideas of how to keep children safe when online:
• Use free filtering technology/safe modes. Most online services these days come with privacy or safe modes builtin, it's important to switch them on for your child.
• Filtering tech can block harmful websites, age-restricted games, forums, chatrooms and anything else you choose.
Some applications can do everything from create weekly reports for you about browsing to log the keystrokes on a
device.
• Monitor your child's internet history for every device they use. Perhaps make a point of checking the internet search
history at the end of the day to make sure everything viewed is satisfactory. This is easiest if you create your child
a dedicated account on a home computer or device. However, do be aware that is very likely that they will learn to
delete their own records, so this is not always fool proof. Only let your child on computers or devices where you
can see them. This will largely depend on the age of your child, but for the young ones it is advised to only let them
use a computer, smartphone or tablet in a place where it can be monitored by an adult. When used alongside web
filtering this can be an effective method of keeping an eye on what is being searched for, viewed or watched on the
internet.
• Ensure that your child does not have a social media page until they are of the recommended age by that social
media provider; a lot of these are set at 13 years plus.
• Facebook have a parent’s help site https://www.facebook.com/help/parents and also a very good online safety site
that tackles bullying - https://www.facebook.com/safety.
• Instagram have released a parent’s guide www.connectsafely.org/wp-content/uploads/instagram_guide.pdf
• If you have a social media page, do consider what photos you post of your children. If you do have a photo of your
child on your profile picture, these can be easily downloaded by anyone. Never post photos of other people’s
children unless you have their express permission.
• If your child does have social media, ensure that you can view their friends list. Remember, like us, most schools
and children’s organisations have a very strict social media policy for staff, so you should not see any staff on their
friends lists. If you have concerns speak to the person responsible for safeguarding at that organisation.
The internet is a useful informative and fun tool, but teach your children about the negative side:
• Talk about the internet and be open about what's out there. On the internet a 50-year-old person can pose as a 15year-old, chatrooms can be used for grooming and personal information is given away at the click of a mouse.
• People can easily access shared photos and videos. Once you share an image on the internet, it is there, forever
and can become public property.
• Parents and children need to communicate and talk about what the internet is, what it isn't, and how to recognise
the more lurid aspects of it. We have many of the NSPCC Share Aware booklets available should you wish to use
these. They can also be found here https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/shareaware/
• Know your child is probably smarter than you when it comes to the internet. Your children have Snapchat,
Facebook, virtual reality, streaming services and online gaming. They have grown up in a world of touchscreens and
data plans, a world where content is free and personal information means little.

Wish to thank all of our parents who have been supportive
during the school closure.
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Please continue to follow Government guidance

Reminder to parents – if you are making a payment to the school online, please
ensure you add your child’s name as the reference.
Any finance queries - please email finance@theionaschool.org.uk
Please keep us updated if your
contact details change during
the school year. A Home
Information Form will be sent
out to families to update each
September however please
don’t forget to let us know if
anything changes in the
meantime. Please email
admin@theionaschool.org.uk.

Have a business or service you would like to
advertise in The Grapevine? All adverts and items
advertised are the responsibility of the individual
placing them. They are entirely independent of
and not necessarily endorsed by The Iona School.
We reserve the right to edit as deemed
appropriate. Please contact Lucy.

Space for Hire
Did you know that we hire out our space?
If you are after a venue whether it be for a meeting, birthday
party or other event , we can offer reasonable hourly rates.
HALL – GYM – THE LAND - CAFÉ
Please contact Lucy for details.
The next issue will be out on Friday 17th July (copy deadline is Tuesday 14th July).
If you
have any
to Dale
be considered
for inclusion
contact
Lucy.
The
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