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Religious Education Policy 

Introduction 

We value the importance of Religious education in preparing children for the opportunities, responsibilities and 
experiences of adult life.  

 
We offer an 'open' religious education which has emerged from Christian beliefs with a spiritual philosophy, promoting 
religious enquiry without imparting a particular religious perspective. 

 
In our school one of the primary aims of Religious Education is to help pupils develop open, sensitive and reflective 

approaches to understanding humankind’s varied religions and beliefs and associated practices, values, beliefs and 
lifestyles, whilst relating these to their own experiences and to questions of their everyday life.  
 

This aim is to:  
1. Acquire and develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity and the other religions and beliefs 

represented in the UK and globally.  

2. Develop an understanding of the influence of beliefs, values and traditions of individuals, communities, societies 
and cultures.  

3. Develop positive attitudes of respect towards other people who hold views and beliefs different from their own, 

and towards living in a society of diverse religions and beliefs.  
4. Engage with the stories and become reflective.  
 

Mutual respect and tolerance: treat others as you want to be treated  

 
The Iona School promotes an ethos of inclusivity and tolerance where differing views, faiths, cultures and races are valued 

and where children are encouraged to engage with the wider community through visits to mosques, synagogues and other 
places of worship. 

 
Children should acquire a tolerance and appreciation of and respect for their own and other cultures; know about 
similarities and differences between themselves and others and among families, faiths, communities, cultures and 

traditions and share and discuss practices, celebrations and experiences.  
 
In order to foster an understanding of different faiths in our older pupils (classes 4, 5 and 6) we invite representatives of 

different faiths to talk to them.  
 
How we teach RE 

The Steiner curriculum provides open ended opportunities for pupils to explore human relationships. It   fosters a belief in 
the potential of every human being.  It also provides opportunities for reverence and contemplation and for sharing and 
reflecting on personal experience in ways likely to lead to insight into the meaning and purpose of life. It provides an 

increasing capacity for reflection, curiosity, discussing beliefs and acknowledging and handling feelings.  

Rather than simply telling children, we like to present the subject and engage them in discussion, let them feed back to 

us their ideas so it is ingrained within them. Children begin R.E. lessons recalling the story from last lesson.  

The children hear fairy stories every day but we make no attempt to raise the content to consciousness. They are simply 
allowed to live with the contents in their own way. If children instigate a conversation we affirm their observations. 
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In Kindergarten & class T/1 -The fairy tales we tell, contain themes that can build a good moral compass, we always 

encourage the children to discuss aspects of these that are pertinent to R.E. 

In class 2 –Fables and legends are used to make links to R.E. 

In class 1&2 some stories are improvised by the teacher to encompass themes that are pertinent to the class and child 

led learning. 

In class 3 –The Old Testament stories are used from the Bible to share main lesson teaching and developed further in 

R.E.  

The moral compass is woven throughout the school’s curriculum.  

From age 9 upwards stories are often told, showing how individuals grapple with real difficulties in their lives and through 

struggle, how they really develop as people. In this way, pupils can be encouraged and inspired. 

Older children study religions from Ancient cultures. They also read stories such as those by C.S. Lewis that have religious 
links. They read stories/biographies of people that have had difficult lives to be able to discuss their resilience and moral 

compass.  

In class 4 – Consideration of links are given to Norse mythology. 

In class 5 – Hinduism and Buddhism are considered along with stories from Babylonian, Persian (Iranian), Egyptian and 

Greek mythology.    

We look more closely at different faiths, fostering respect for all. 

Verses 

A verse is recited at the beginning of the day, before eating, before painting, handwork, gym, and R.E lessons. All the 
verses affirm the spiritual essence in the Human being and its connection to the spirit of the world.  

Festivals 

School festivals are an important time in the Iona school calendar. We celebrate:  

Advent fair Nov/December 

Advent Spiral December 

St. Nicholas. December 

Candlemass February 

Easter/School birthday 29/4/1985 April. 

St. Johns 24th June 

Michaelmas 29th September 

St. Martins Lantern festival 11th November 
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Children’s plays  

School plays are an integral part of Iona school life and education. Some of these are of Religious significance. 

Parental involvement 

We invite parents involved in faith communities to come and speak with our older children. They share food and a 

description of their faith and festivals. Parents are always invited to school plays and are active participants in our school 
festivals.  

Issue date 

This policy takes effect from January 2021. 

Review date 

This policy will be reviewed and revised by the Education manager or equivalent every three years. 

 

Endorsement 

Full endorsement to this policy is given by:   

Name: Mr Martin Taylor 

Position: Trustee 

Signed:  

Date: 26th January 2021 

 Related policies 
● Spiritual Moral and social policy 
● PSHE policy 

 

 


