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Relationship Education Policy 
 

This policy covers our approach to Relationship Education here at the Iona School.  
 

Relationship Education is embedded in our teaching as we endeavour to nurture and support our children to have 

emotional stability, intellectual flexibility, sound judgement, inner freedom and social awareness to ensure they have 

healthy, positive and fulfilling lives.  We aim to stimulate and develop the faculties and skills which will enable our pupils 

to learn: for life, from life and throughout life. This is key to our ethos.  
 

Roles and Responsibilities 

 

The policy was produced by our PSHEE lead, through consultation with teachers, parents and children. 

 
We ensure that RSE is inclusive and meets the needs of all pupils including those with special educational needs and 

disabilities through discussion with the relevant class teacher and our SENDCO lead.  We ensure that Relationship 

Education fosters gender equality and LGBTQ+ equality as we teach throughout the school , adhering to the 2010 

Equality Act, and teach mindfully considering the protected characteristics.  
 

The Relationship Education program is led by our PSHE lead, and is supported by all teachers.  Our Safeguarding Lead 

is also aware of the program contents and is party to all consultation.  

 

Legislation 

 
Documents that inform this policy include: 

 
 Education Act (1996) 

 Learning and skills Act (2000) 

 Education and Inspections Act (2006) 

 Equality Act (2010) 

 Supplementary Guidance SRE for the 21st Century (2014) 

 Keeping Children Safe in Education – Statutory Safeguarding Guidance (2016) 

 Children and Social Work Act (2017) 

 Sex Educations Forum’s 12 Principles of good quality RSE (2017) 

Curriculum Design 

 

Our Relationship Education programme is an integral part of our whole school PSHEE education provision and will 

cover all parts relating to Health and Relationships. 

 
We will ensure that the learning is matched to the needs of our pupils – as our Steiner Waldorf approach is based on 

age appropriate learning - by monitoring assessment feedback to class teachers and also periodic consultation with 

parents and pupils. 

 
The curriculum will be taught in an approach that will  be inclusive in terms of gender identity, sexual orientation, 

disability, diversity, ethnicity, culture, age, religion, belief or other life experience. 

 

Local data from our Safeguarding Lead will inform the priorities for our programme.  
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Relationship Education links closely to the Steiner curriculum and methodology.  Opportunities arise through free play 

and shared playtimes/ lunchtimes to support and promote friendships and relationships. The Steiner curriculum through 
Main Lessons complement and underpin the idea of a moral compass and values that run through Relationship 

Education.  Learning is linked to science within the Botany, and human being and Animal Kingdom main lessons, and 

Religious Education links to respectful relationships in wider society. 

 
Quality resources will support learning: for example ethically sourced menstruation resources for the puberty lessons, 

there is a programme of speakers from different faiths for learning about acceptance and tolerance of those with 

different beliefs, as well of a programme of cultural visits for the same purpose plus a wide range of reference books 

and models as reference. 

 
Pupils assess their progress through recall, reflection and quizzes – comparing baseline assessment to update progress 

– together to work being regularly marked with comment.  On-going assessments are made through class 

questionnaires, spider diagrams drawn through discussion and written pieces including opinions, facts and poetry within 

their books. 
 

Safe and Effective Practice 

 

We ensure a safe learning environment by agreeing ground rules at the start of the year and reiterating them as a 

mantra at the start of each lesson. 

 
Pupil’s questions will be answered in a considered and an age appropriate manner.  Sensitive issues are handled 

through distancing techniques, and generic scenarios.  Pupils are able to raise questions anonymously by posting 

questions into a special post-box left in sight of the teacher’s desk, that will be looked at on a weekly basis and 

answered as soon as duly considered.  All staff teaching Relationship Education will be supported by the class teacher 

and their knowledge of the individuals and also the Safeguarding lead for consultation/advice.  
 

Safeguarding 

 

By working in conjunction with the Safeguarding lead (or deputy in their absence) any disclosures that may occur with 

the teaching of what is and is not appropriate in a relationship can be dealt with quickly and accordingly.  

 
Any visitors that may support the lessons will go through the same safeguarding protocols  that the school adheres to. 

 

Engaging Stakeholders 

 

The policy is available to parents having gone through a consultation phase. 

 
We work closely with parents, through parent’s evenings and email communication to ensure that they are fully aware of 

what is being taught, in order that they are prepared to provide additional support at home if necessary.   Parents will be 

invited to view any materials or resources that they wish to, that support the teaching. 

 
According to current Government Policy, parents may not withdraw their children from Relationship Education (only from 

Relationship/Sex Education – in secondary schools) however parents are strongly advised to contact the school if they 

have grave concerns in this area as part of the consultation process.  

 

We will notify parents when Relationships/Puberty Education is being taught, in the term prior to teaching.  
 

Regular liaison with the Trustee responsible for Relationship Education takes places each term and they are kept 

informed of any new developments. 
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Pupils will complete a questionnaire at the end of each term/year regarding the content of PSHE E/Relationship 

Education, and the content of which will be used to inform further planning and teaching. 
 

Monitoring, Reporting and Evaluation 

 

Relationship Education provision is monitored initially in conjunction with the PSHEE by School Management team and 

the trustees.  Teachers will critically reflect on their work through our mentors and bring any practical matters to our 

teacher’s weekly meetings. 
 

Pupils have regular opportunities to reflect on their learning as we revisit topics on progressively deeper levels as the 

children move in age through the school. 

 
Pupils voices will be influential in adapting and amending planned learning activities, as within our school ethos we 

endeavour to listen and let the child feel heard.  Their voice and opinions count. 

  

Issue date 

 

This policy takes effect from April 2021. 
 

Review date 

 

This policy will be reviewed on 1st December 2022 and revised by PSHE / Relationship Education lead and trustees.  

This will ensure that it continues to meet the needs of pupils, staff and parents and that it is in line with current 
Department of Education advice and guidance. 

 

Endorsement 

 

Full endorsement to this policy is given by: 
 

 Name:  Mr Martin Taylor 
 Position:  Trustee 

 Signed:  

 Date:  27th April 2021 

 


